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PREFACE 

One th ing that citizens need if they are to take part in planning for their neighborhoods is 

up-ta-date information about their neighborhoods. This booklet is an attempt by the Pittsburgh 

Department of City Planning to present information, primaril y from the United States Census 

of Population and Housing, for use by citizens and community groups. Unfortunately, census 

material is not perfect; it may not have al l the information that you need and it may not be in 

the most useful form for your purposes. It is, however, the best that is available. 

Where possible, comparisons have been made between 1960 and 1970 characteristics. and 

between neighborhood and city-wide values, in order to better understand present neighborhood 

conditions. 

The material has been divided into four sections, Population, Housing, Socio-Economic 

characteristics and Community Facilities. A lthough most of the information comes from the 

1970 Census of Population and Housing, the statistics on building permits (new, and alterations) 

come from the city's Bureau of Building Inspection ; the crime data was compiled by the Bureau 

of Po l ice; and the welfare data was provided by the Al legheny County Board of Public Assistance. 

The summary tapes from which much of the census information was ext racted were provided by 

the Southwestern Pennsylvania Regional Planning Commission. 



SOUTH SIDE SLOPES 

South Side Slopes is a predominately ethnic working class neighborhood 

located on the steep hi llsides overlooking the South Side Flats. Because of 

the topography this is an almost exclusively residential community. This 

area includes census tracts 1602 '1nd 1703. 
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AGE-SEX COMPOSITION, 1970 

According to the 1970 Census, the greatest portion of South~tde SIOp~' 

population falls in the 45 54 years category. the smallest being the 75 & 

eve. age group. Citywide, more people are found in the age 45·54 group than 

In any other; the 3ge 75 and older category is the sma llest. 

POPULATION CHANGE, 1960-1970 

The population of Southside Sips has changed from 9,690 in 1960 to 

8,354 in 1970. representing a 138% change. This compares to an 

average citywide change of - 13.9%, where population dectined from 

604.332 in 1960 to 520,117 in 1970. 

FAMILIES BY TYPE AND PRESENCE OF CHILDREN LESS 

THAN 18 YEARS OLD 

The predominant family-type in this neighborhood is the Husband W,le 

fam:ly (Children leu than 181 category. The highest portion of families 

with incomes below poverty level is the Female head (Ch ddren less lhan 

18) group 

MEDIAN AGE, 1970 

The median age for the neighborhood is 34 3 years; for the city it is 33.6 

years. 

AGE-GROUP CHANGE, 1960-1970 

Four age brackets increased in population between 1960 and 1970 in the 

neighborhood. For the city, population in the 15·19, 20·24, and the 75 

years and older age groups increased. 



RACE 

Black population in Southside Slopes constituted .7% of its 1960 popu_ 

lation, and 2.1 % of its 1970 population. For Pittsburgh, the Black popula

t ion increased from 16.7% in 1960. to 20.2% in 1970. 
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EDUCATION: YEARS OF SCHOOL COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS AND OVER, 1960-1970 

The 1970 Census ind icates that, of those local residents, aged 25 and over, 

the largest percentage have attained a Elementary education. In 1960, 

the largest percentage had attained a Elementary education. 

SCHOOL YEARS 
COMPLETED BY PERSONS 

25 YEARS a OVER 
1960-1970 

PER CENT 
ItHIO 0 ". TOTAL 19 10 

NO SCHOOLI NG 237 4.3 104 
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INCOME. MEOIAN FAMILY INCOME, 1960·1970 

The median income for Southside Slopes famil ies was $ 5,237 in 1960. In 

1970, the median family income was $8,228 ,representing a ten year change 

of 57. 1% Citywide, the median fami ly Income rose from $5,605 in 1960. 

to $8,800 in 1970, a 57% change. 
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OCCUPATION: MAJOR OCCUPATION CLASSIFICATIONS 

OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 

The largest percentage of people In this neighborhood work In Craftsman, 

Foreman positionsThis group constitutes 35.97%ofth& employed population . 

The largest percentage of people in the city work In Sales and Cle rical posi· 

tions, which represents 28% of the total population. 
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OF PERSONS 14 YEARS AND OVER, 1970 
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PERSONS RECEIVING 
PUBLIC ASSISTANCE IN 1972 

NUMBER OF PERCENT OF TOTAL 
ASSISTANCE TYPE RECIPIENTS POPULATION 

OLD AGE 22 . 26 

BLIND 7 . 08 

AID TO 
DEPENDENT 589 7 . 05 
CHILDREN 

GENERU 120 1.43 

AID TO DISABLED 25 . 29 

TOTAL 76 3 9 . 11 

SOURCE: DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WELfARE 
ALLEGHENY COUNTY 
BOARD OF ASSISTANCE 
MARCH 2, 1973 



PUBLIC ASSISTANCE CASES, 1972 

Of the neighborhood's total population, 9% received public assistance in 

1972. Citywide, 14% of the population received some kind of assistance in 

the same year. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES, 1972 

The crime rate listed here represents the number of arrests that were made 

for major crimes in 1972 as a ratio of the total population of the area. Major 

crimes are defined as murder, rape, robbery. assault, burglary. and larceny. 

In 1972, the crime rate for this neighborhood was 1,82 ; for Pittsburgh, the 

rate was 4.71. 

ARRESTS FOR MAJOR CRIMES 
IN 1972 

CRIME 

MURDER 

RAPE 

ROBBERY 

ASSAULT 

BURGLARY 

LARCENY 

TOTAL 

SOURCE 

NUMBER OF 
ARRESTS CRIME RATE 

0 . 00 

2 ,02 

16 . 19 

42 . 50 

48 . 57 

45 54 

153 1. 82 

ANNUAL REPORT OF MAJOR CRIMES 
CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

POUCE DEPARTMENT, 1972 
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COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

Community faci lltle' which serve Souths ide SIOpe5 are not limited to those 

located within the confines of Southside Slopes. Although there are many 

community facitities in the general vicinity. thillist Is limited to police and 

fire stations, public libraries, public schools, City of Pittsburgh recreational 

facilities (indoor and outdoor). major hospitals, and major colleges and unl· 

versities. 

Community fac ilities for this neighborhood include: 

South Side Slopes 

Public Facilities 

Police Station No.7 

Fire Station No. 22 

Schools 

Morse Elementary 

South Jr. and Sr. High School 

Recreation 

South Side Park (Quarry Field) 

Winters Playground 

Monongahela Playground 

Sterli ng St. Tot Lot 



CITY OF PITTSBURGH 

Han. Pele Flaherty, Mayor 

CITY COUNCIL 

Han. Louis Mason, Jr., President 
Han. Amy Ballinger 
Han. Richard S. Caliguiri 
Han. Eugene P. DePasquale 
Han. Wal ter Kamyk 
Han. John P. Lynch 
Han. Robert R. SlOne 
Han. William J . Coyne 
Han. Frank J, Lucchino 

CITY PLANN ING COMM ISSION 

Miss Rosemary D'Ascenzo, Chairman 
Louis E. Young, Vice Chairman 
Paul G. Su llivan, Secretary 
John F. Bitzer, Jr . 
Mrs. H ibberd V. B. Kline, Jr. 
James Wi l liams 
Robert I. Wh itehill 
Wil l ie McClung 

DEPARTMENT OF CITY PLANNING 

Robert J. Paternoster, Director 
Billie Bramhall, Oeputy Director 
Steph en Reichstein, Deputy Direc tor 
Nicholas A. Del Monte. Cartographer 
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